Text. of Manchester’s Statement 

f trip I'*- 
NEW YORK, Dec. 1 


7 YORK, Dec. 18 (AP) 
Following is the statement 
issued tonight by William 
Manchester, author of “The 
Death' of a President”: 


On July 29, 1966, I was in- 
formed by a member of the 
Kennedy family that be- 
cause of President Ken- 
nedy’s “respect” for me as 
“a historian and a reporter 
. . . members of the Kennedy 
family will place no obstacle- 
in the way of publication” of 
my work. 

I believe that I am now — 
in December of 1966 — the 
same historian and reporter 
that I was in July and the : 
same historian and reporter 
that I was in 1962 when 
President Kennedy ex- 
pressed his confidence in 
me. 

I feel that I am the same, 
yet clearly circumstances 
are not. A legal obstacle is 
sought to be placed in the 
way of publication of my 
book, “The Death of a Pres- 
ident.” 


work is being published- pre- 
maturely and that magazine 
serialization was not con- 
templated by the Kennedy 
.family. This is not so. In the 
summer of 1966, authoriza- 
tion was given by the family, 
for publication of the book 
in early 1967, to be preceded 
;.by serialization in Look 
magazine. 

' It has been said that I 
have broken faith with Mrs. 

' Kennedy; that I took advan- 
tage of her confidence ‘in me 
and that I recorded too 
^faithfully her words and 
demotions. I do not believe 
Ithis to be so. Mrs. Kennedy 
Tasked me to write this book; 
& did not seek the oppor- 
tunity. Mrs. Kennedy gave 
me ten hours of interviews; 

I did not, indeed could not, 
have conducted these inter- 
views without her volun- 
tary cooperation. Mrs. Ken- 
nedy herself did not ask to 
see the manuscript and still 
hasn’t. It s he had, I would, 
of course, have given it to 
her. 

i Instead, ty e Kennedy fam - 


I had hoped my book 
would be allowed to speak 
for itself, and I would not 
have to speak for it. This is 
no longer possible. The in- 
tegrity of my book and my 
own honesty as a writer and 
a person have been attacked. . 

In life John Kennedy be- 
longed to all Americans. His’ 
cruel murder deprived us 
all. I cannot help but feel 
that some of the present" 
bitterness comes from the;- 
dark nightmare of his death) 
and the impotence in the- 
face of death which we felt 
then and feel now. 

John Kennedy was my 
President To suggest that £ 
would dishonor his memory- 
or my association with hint; 
is both cruel and unjust.’ 
His standards of excellence) 
have guided me throughout: 
this work. 

I believe John Kennedy, 
vho was himself an histori- 
an, would have wanted his 
aountcymen to know the; 
;ruth of those terrible days, 
and I have dedicated myself" 
•’or nearly three years to re- 
iving and . reconstructing 
hem so that the truth could 
)e faithfully and accurately 
•ecorded. 

It has been said that my 


ily asked to have the book 
read by a number of friends 
and advisors. This was done, 
and appropriate changes 
were made in consultation 
with these distinguished 
friends. Mrs. Kennedy asked 
to have yet another friend 
read the book; this too was 
done and yet more changes 
were made. 

However, in the last anal- 


ysis, this is my book.; 
Neither Mrs. Kennedy nor 
any member of the Kennedy: 
family nor anyone else is in; 
any way responsible for my’ 
research or the content of 
my work. It is my responsi-^ 
bility, and I am confident' 
that my book can withstand 
any objective test — particu- 
larly the test of time. I ask 
only that it be- given the 
chance. j 



